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SOUTHPORT 


IN six weeks time the great Conference 
of the Labour Party meets at Southport. 

These are momentous times... Con- 
ference gathers while the world is at 
the cross-ways. From the Conference 
Labour can march on, if it so desires, 
leading the world to a new era. -The 
road from Southport to Victory is 
indeed easier than many think IF WE 
WILL IT SO although the task then 
before Labour may tax 
its wisdom to the limit. 

The gathering at South- 
port is indeed as momen- 
tous as the times. What 
will Labour do? How 
will it comport itself in 
these tragic times ? How will its doings, 
its sense of responsibility, its evidence 
of purpose and of strength, apart 
from its policy, strike the people ? 

We ask these questions because 
the finest opportunity that any political 
Party ever had to lead its ranks, and 
by them the people, to Peace through 
prosperity, may, unhappily for the 
whole world, be lost, if, on this occasion 
Labour squanders its energies and 
its time on the minor matters which 
have disturbed its equilibrium during 
the past few months. 

The world will look on. Will it 
witness a dog fight or a giant in its 
strength prepared to lead the way? 

Let us face facts. Conference by 
a change of rule is eight. months 
overdue, and the ruling body ‘have 
likewise been eight months longer 
in office than the allotted span. 

Has our “Long Parliament” at 
last come to judgment to face the 


TO THOSE 
WH Oo SE RVE to present the world 


retribution that is due to it? In other 
words will Southport sack the lot, 
and so: show: the world how unfit to 
govern we ourselves consider our 
leaders to be’? 

We donot believe there is the 
slightest justification for believing this. 
Despite the Cripps’ affair and other 
differences we believe the N.E.C. 
has'-the vote of Conference behind it 
for after all it has carried 
out rules and obeyed 
decisions. 

If this is so is there 
room for a noisy minority 


with a picture of disunity ; 
with the spectacle of a house divided 
against itself; of a Party convicted by 
the critics within its ranks of unfaith- 
fulness and incompetence ? The world 
looks on, and waits in its misery for 
the Hope and the Deliverer. Comrades 
(with emphasis on that word) do we 
offer bread or a scorpion ? 

To our own readers especially, the 
men and women who serve, we offer 
advice: don’t spoil Southport by the 
discontents of the years that are past— 
the lean ones, since 1931—since the 
harvest may be gathered this year, if 
we close the ranks, and seize the 
Destiny the times offer. 

Let none suppose we don’t under- 
stand the grievances that are felt. 
We do. 

Deep into our souls went the wasted 
opportunities of 1929-1931. But 
surely we know the cause, now ? 

And have not the worries and 
disappointments of the last 74 years 
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been shared by us all? How _dis- 
appointing was 1935. Yet what Party 
ever climbed to strength again so soon 
after such a shattering betrayal as 
ended our last Labour Government ? 

How many struggling Parties in 
the last few trying years have felt 
like giving in? Victory seemed so 
distant ; worry so constant. _Was there 
no other way? It was this situation 
that made the Cripps’ proposal and 
others before it seem like the way out. 
Thanks be, that stouter hearts held 
true. The direct road is cleared again. 
It is no dishonour to retrace one’s 
steps. But it will be dishonour and 
betrayal to peevishly press, in the 
sight of the world, a proposal at 
Conference that was founded in despair, 
and which denies our own prowess and 
power. 

In this journal there has appeared 
no word of upbraiding for those who 
honestly felt some sort of alliance was 
the best way out of local difficulty. 
Together with comrades we have often 
examined all sorts of local difficulties 
and the enigma of how to proceed. 


The road has been hard, but why 
jostle one another ? 


Again, in this journal, while serving 
those who serve, we have tried to 
allay those natural feelings of antipathy 


which inevitably arise between the 


powers that be and the others ; between 
the Head Office and the Country. 


There is no room or ground for 


suspicions on either hand, and knowing 
both the country and “the office” 


more intimately than most folk we 
vouch for the loyalty to Socialism of 


both. Why not then a new Unity 


starting before Southport ? 


Before we close let this be said: 
In the coming brighter days, when 


Labour rules again, we must not 


forget those faithful many who, 


through the days of defeat and despair, 
stood by the Cause, sacrificing time, 
money, health and energy in rebuilding 
the structure. Hats off! To those 
who serve, to those who have served, 


and to those who died serving—and 
hoping—we dedicate this issue. 


Meet you at Southport ! 


CORRESPONDENCE 


ABOUT THE “L.O.” 


30th March, 1939. 
To the Editor. 
Dear Sir, 

I have recently been handed a copy 
of “The Labour Organiser.” ; 

I enclose 4s. 6d., being one year’s 
subscription for the monthly supply 
of the paper. 

You may be interested in my first 
impressions of it. Its convenient size 
is the first of its attractions—the sort 
of paper you can slip inside.your over- 
coat pocket for odd moments in the 
train, without a lot of. folding and 
losing ‘the place. 

Its design is A1—straightforward 
and convincing; like nothing so much 
as meeting a big, fair-haired, blue- 
eyed giant of an Anglo-Saxon, and 
knowing him at sight fora fine speci- 
men of his class, inside and out. 

As for the information packed within 
its pages, I can safely say that I have 
learned enough from the perusal of 
the one issue I have seen to want verv 
much more. ‘The Labour: Organiser” 
seems to me to open up just the 
avenues of information which the 
Labour/Trade Union official needs, in 


just the way in which a busy man 
can best assimiliate it. 

One further point—why not a sec- 
tion of the National Union of Labour 
Organisers and Election Agents for 
Trade Union Organisers? Or don’t 
we need an Organisation? 

Yours fraternally, 
REGINALD RUTTLEDGE, 
Organising Secretary, 
Nat. Union of County Officers. 
38. Argyle Square, W.C.1. 


Additional Candidates 


Devon: Exeter—Mr. W. R. Robins, 
318, Cricklade Road, Swindon. 

Kent: Ashford—Mr. A. E. Albery, 
39, Craven Park Road, Stamford 
Hill, London, N.15. 

Lancs.: Bolton—Mr, Edmund Mellor, 
335, Middleton Road, Royton, 
Lancs.; Mr. Will Nally, 3, Caldecott 
Road, Higher Blackley, Manchester, 
Q. 

Yorxs.: South-West Hull.—Mr. Sidney 
H. Smith, 94, Coltman Street, Hull. 


Candidatures Withdrawn 

NORTHUMBERLAND: —Tynemouth.—Mr. 
J. A. Mason. 

Sussex: Horsham and Worthing. — 
Mr. H. Paton. 
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Party Paragraphs 


We are glad to learn that the 
Summer Schools organised by the 
League of Youth promise every success. 
Several offers of scholarships which 
would mean a full week’s accommoda- 
tion at one or other of the schools have 
been made by individuals, and certain 
D.L.P.s have also made similar offers. 


The recent action of the N.E.C. in 
disbanding the League of Youth 
Advisory Committee for its consistent 
transgression of its functions must not 
be miscontrued or misunderstood. The 
League is alive, very much so, and it 
will prosper now that the Communist 
canker has been cut at the core. The 
N.E.C. action was indeed overdue, and 
the fullest length of the rope appears 
to have been given to the Communist 
clique which had the National -Youth 
Advisory Committee by the nose, and 
which, too, had made the youth 
journal, Advance, a puzzle to decent 
Labour folk, who expected that paper 
to preach genuine Labour and Socialist 
policy, which, in fact, no issue ever 
did. 


We have compared a tirade against 


~ the N.E.C. decision as published in 


Advance with a similar one published 
in the Daily Worker. They are iden- 
tical in tones and almost  iden- 
tical in terms—which tells us a lot. 
In short, Labour has had to face a 
very determined and _ underhand 
attempt to betray its youth movement 
to Communism, while on the other 
hand, it has been beating off a move 
to tie its tail to Liberalism. This is 
a moment when all serious Socialists 
should look round to repair any 
damage that these tactics have done, 
and special attention should be given 
to the task of converting young people 
to our policy and in organising them 
in League Branches to further that 
policy. It’s up to adults as well as to 


youth! 


While the various “fronts’’ presented 
and promoted by Communists’ agencies 
in recent years have one by one 
received exposure, one of the more 


subtle means of penetrating Labour 
ranks with Communism has escaped 
official attention. The Left Book Club 
has a perfectly worthy public object, 
but in many places a local organisa- 
tion which is nothing less than a 
recruiting and starting-off ground for 
Communist activity has developed in 
connection with the “Club.” A book 
club may be perfectly innocuous, but 
a camouflaged Communist branch is 
another thing, and many districts have 
seen this development. A_ recent 
circular shows that the Labour Party 
now appreciates the danger of this 
Communist thrust, and local Parties 
have been apprised of the danger. 
More may be heard of the matter at 
the Annual Conference. 


In spite of wars and rumours of war, 
of little brushes with several types of 
enemies at home, and the absorption 
of a big joint campaign with the Co- 
operative Party, etc., steady prepara- 
tion goes on for the General Election. 
The series of election preparation con- 
ferences throughout the country are 
going well, while the intensive prepara- 
tion of workers mentioned in our last 
issue has had a good start. If at 
Southport Labour folk keep ther 
heads, and heal their differences, we 
may yet have what we suppose we all 
desire, viz., a great united Party, 
purged and strengthened for the great 


victorious march to the General 
Election. 
“Home Politics” is the title of 


Leaflet No. 4 in the Labour Party and 
Co-operative Party joint campaign. 
And thank the Lord for that, because 
in the daily whirl of wars and excur- 
sions, we had almost forgotten home 
politics, albeit that No. 3 Leaflet dealt 
with pensions and is still going nicely, 
thank you. We hope “Home Politics” 
—so timely a caption, and so gracious 
a thought—will sell well. It deserves 
a great circulation and some special 
efforts on the part of L.L.Ps. to sell 
and circulate it. The price is 3s. 6d. 
per 1,000, carriage paid. 
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THE 
“‘NewsChronicle’’ is 
Cross and 
Tilts at the “L.0.” 


The ‘News Chronicle” is annoyed. 
And by the ‘News Chronicle’ we 
mean Mr. A. J. Cummings who spreads 
himself in its pages. 

Mr. Cummings is of course known 
to many Labour election agents as the 
particularly patronising representative 
of the ““N.C.”’ who pops in on occasions 
to ascertain our inmost confidences 
with the assurance of how well the “News 
Chronicle’ loves us. But it doesn’t 
really; nor does Mr. Cummings, as 
every one knows who, for his sins, 
has to wade through his vapourings. 

We remember the “News Chronicle”’ 
probably longer than Mr. Cummings 
does himself. We recall the day when 
Mr. Cummings would have had short- 
shrift there because the old ‘Daily 
Chronicle” has been all things at all 
times, from full-blooded Tory to 
grandmotherly Liberal. And it is not 
so many years since grandmotherly 
writers got the chance of a job. 

Our article on the ‘Popular Front” 
last month seems to have worried 
Mr. Cummings. The ‘‘News Chronicle” 
does not like being found out and Mr. 
Cummings de profundis discovers in 
our article all sorts of phrases which 
our readers, who will take the trouble 
to read the article again, will find 
were not there. “Dirty dog,” “rag 


among rags” are two of such phrases 
which Mr. Cummings himself invents. 

According to Mr. Cummings there are 
“reams more’ of “these imbecile 
babblings”—all, mark you, in a one- 
page article of the ‘Labour Organiser”’ ! 

Well, well, we always thought 
sobriety was the hall mark of the cocoa 
press. But if you get under their 
skin there is apparently nothing to 
which you will not drive them—even 
to seeing things. 

r. Cummings also kindly tells us 
that he knows many Labour agents 
“mostly able, serious and thoughtful 
men’ and he does not believe that the 
article represents their views. Happily 
we know these “able, serious and 
thoughtful men” better than Mr. 
Cummings does, and he apparently 
has yet to learn what the London 
agents, for instance, think about his 
“Popular Front,” and of the nice 
kind journalists who:*coo like doves 
one moment and bite like serpents 
the next ! 

By the way, the “Daily Worker” 
was the first “great’? newspaper to 
attack us; “A.J.” is, as usual, a day 
behind the fair. 


EFFICIENT 
PROPAGANDA 
IS 
THE CHEAPEST 


KEEP IN TOUCH WITH 

YOUR ELECTORATE 

AND DEVELOP PARTY 
SPIRIT WITH A 


LOCAL 
NEWSPAPER 


THE COST IS SO LOW 
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MADE ON SALES 


@ 
Write for particulars. 
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To Inform You 


How MuchDo You Know? 


{ A’s election address bears the 
imprint ‘“‘printed and pub- 
lished by’’ followed by the 
name and address of the 
printer. Does this satisfy the 
requirements of the 
EH ae 2 a 


2. What electors are permitted 
to vote by proxy ? And may 
a political agent be appointed 
as a proxy ? 


3 A number of irregularities 
took place in’ a recent 
municipal election owing to 
the ignorance of the presiding 
officers at two polling stations. 
May the election be made void 

on this account ? 


4. Has an honorary or unpaid 
election agent any special 
privileges over a paid election 
agent ? Is he exempt from 
any regulations applying to 
the latter ? 
5 To what extent may an un- 
licensed car be used on polling 
day in any election ? 


NOW TURN TO PAGE 73 
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Some 
Reports & Balance Sheets 


Although the customary copy of the 
report of the Woolwich Labour Party 
is not yet to hand, we gather that this 
great Party had another wonderful 
year. The year closed with an indi- 
vidual membership of 5,199, members’ 
subscriptions being {740 11s. id. 
Affiliation fees produced £771 2s. od. 
During the year, 12,000 pamphlets were 
sold, sales reaching a record of /56. 
In addition, 276,000 copies of the 
Citizen were distributed during the 
year in the two Divisions. One hun- 
dred and sixty ward meetings were 


held during the year. Let all this 
speak for itself. 
Whitechapel and St. George’s 


Labour Party, with 2,800 members, 
report a slight membership decrease, 
but an increase in the contributions. 
It may be mentioned that the sum 
of £77 9s. 1d. was paid out in affilia- 
tion fees, practically all to the Labour 
Party and to the London Labour 
Party. 


Clapham Labour Party set out its 
achievements during the past year as 
follows, and we extend our congratu- 
lations: —1. A more-than-doubled pay- 
ing membership after the repair of all 
wastage from removals, deaths, etc. 
2. A more-than-doubled total of mem- 
bers’ subscriptions for the year. 3. 
A doubled total income of the Party. 
4. A greatly improved system of col- 
lection of members’ subscriptions 
through the appointment of a_ part- 
time collector. 5. Increase of the 
Women’s Sections from one small 
section to three, which between them 
have an average weekly attendance of 
over 160. 6. Fought and won a L.C.C. 
by-election—the first Labour L.C.C. 
success in the Division. 7. Great in- 
crease in all Party activities, both in 
variety and intensiveness. 8. A very 
considerable amount of work done in 
“warming” the constituency for 
general election purposes. 


Swindon D.L.P. during the past year 
turned over from a 1/- per year mem- 
bership to 1d. a week contributions. 


The Party closed the year with 1,859 
members, being 65 members to the 
good, £233 2s. 3d. having been received 
from this source. Football competi- 
tions realised £188 18s. 7d. 


Park (Sheffield) Division with 1,625 
members show an increase. The ward 
accounts are presented in the report 
with commendable detail, and the 
report is altogether a clear one. The 
“Park and Heeley Gazette,’ with a 
72,000 circulation last year, continues 
to maintain and help the good work. 
Advertisement income reached f121 
4s. gd., and the paper returned a profit. 


Greenwich L.P. are to be congratu- 
lated on reporting the highest sub- 
scription income in the history of the 
Party, an increase of £81 over the 
previous year. Income from members’ 
subscriptions totalled {£439 14s. 5d.; 
there are now 3,270 members. The 
number of voluntary collectors  in- 
creased by 7 to 71. The cash balance 
in the Party funds increased by £125. 
Affiliation fees paid out totalled over 
£88. 


The City of Bradford L.P., which 
appeared to be under a cloud 12 
months ago, has greatly improved its 
position during the year, not only 
financially and in membership 
strength, but by triumphing over local 
difficulties which threatened the unity 
of the Movement. 


Maryhill D.L.P. present an interest- 
ing report in clear manner. The vote 
in this Division has risen from 5,531 
in 1918 to 21,706. We note that the 
sale of Party literature last year showed 
a big increase and the wards are 
evidently interested in the work. 


Southampton L.P. report an increase 
of about {£50 in members’ contribu- 
tions, and it is noteworthy that the 
average contribution per member is no 
less than 3s. 4d.—the highest average 
so far obtained. The total sum so 
received was £430 1s. 4d. The report is 
an excellent review of activities, and it 
is supplemented by instructive detail 
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as to membership and contributions. 
By the way, there are no fewer than 
112 collectors. 


Dunstable Local L.P., though only 
a year old, present a nicely got-up 
little report which is a model of its 
kind. There are about roo members, 
but this L.P. has produced in form 
and in interest a document which some 
D.L.P.’s might be proud of. 


Kennington L.P., notwithstanding a 
loss of 300 members, due to removals, 
etc., report an increase in membership, 
and have been active in membership 
campaigns during the year. We note 
that social schemes produced no less 
than {400 10s., which seems to show 
that Socialists are social down Ken- 
nington way. The Party report includes 
a statement of the work of Labour 
representatives on the Borough Council 
—an excellent innovation. 


Hendon Local L.P. report a 50 per 
cent.. increase in membership, which 
now totals 1,509. Other parties please 
note that Hendon excludes members 
who are six months in arrears, first 
attempting, however, to secure con- 
tinuance of membership. This report 
is always an interesting and instruc- 
tive one and does not gloss over prob- 
lems in organisation. We note that 
some interesting problems were up for 
discussion at the annual meeting. 


Newport (Mon.) D.L.P. show a slight 
decrease in membership last year, 
although the income from this source 
(£394 15s. 6d.) was still pretty sub- 
stantial. The Party’s total income was 
over {1,100, of which well over {£600 
came through the Local Central Office 


South Tottenham L.P. have been 
tightening up their ward organisation 
and as a result show a slight decrease 
in recorded membership. The balance 
sheet is an improvement on last year, 
and several items indicate the interest 
of members and a good deal of un- 
selfish work. 10,000 copies of the local 
edition of the “Citizen” are distributed 
each month. 


Dumbartonshire D.L.P.,. none too 
easy a Division, report a rise in mem- 
bership during the past year, and are 
seeking for a further big rise this year. 
The Party did well with literature dis- 
tribution and they congratulate Head 
Office on the excellent pictorial publi- 


cations published during the last year 
or two. ——— 


East Norfolk D.L.P. report a slight 
membership increase. Propaganda 
has been prominent during the year 
and over 100 meetings have been held. 
Five new Local Parties have been 
born and October showed the advent 
of the Party’s printed news-sheet which 
now has a circulation of 5,000 monthly. 


West Leyton are to be congratu- 
lated on maintaining their member- 
ship of 2,000 during the year follow- 
ing the record increase obtained. in 
1937. A great deal of propaganda 
has been carried out and the sale of 
literature has been well maintained. 
The Party is making considerable use 
of the local press and securing good 
reports. We are pleased to note that 
each ward and committee present 
reports, all of which show useful 
activity. 


Hendon Constituency L.P. report i 
an equally interesting document anc 
details are also well set out. Member- 
ship totals 3,431, which is an increase 
of about 1.300. No less than {64 14s. 
4d. was paid to Headquarters for 
cards. This Party distributes the 
Labour press service and all Party 
organisations. The financial report is 
satisfactory and shows a_ substantial 
increase in the reserves. 


The Middlesex Federation ol 
Labour Parties issue a full and inter- 
esting report and statement of accounts 
and they are almost the only Federa- 
tion to do so. The items reported or: 
are. affiliations, delegates’ attendances, 
conferences, social work, electoral 
policy, election funds, magistracy, 
labour group, etc., etc. The financial 
statement is simple and __ straight- 
forward. 


The Streatham D.L.P. are steadily 
building up their membership, paying 
great attention to collectorship, There 
are about 20 collectors with an aver- 
age of 20-names per book, the mem- 
ber’s subscription being 6d. a month. 
During the year the Streatham Vale 
Women’s Section presented the Party 
with a banner, which made its first 
appearance on May Day.  -Streatham 
is not a strong Party, but it has one 
strong point—the average subscription 
from the members was | 48: 9d.. per 
member, which we should think is 
almost the highest in the. country. 
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To West Bermondsey L.P. we pre- 
sent the palm for the most attractively 
printed annual report. The report 
also comes near to being the most suc- 
cessful in the country, for membership 
again shows an increase both in num- 
bers and in subscriptions received. 
Membership was 3,156, and members’ 
subscriptions totalled £377 148. 3d. 
There are other things, too: the “Ber- 
mondsey Labour Magazine” had a 
monthly circulation of 11,400 and cost 
less than nothing, for it returned a 
profit. The report tells of much other 
good work accomplished. 


West Fulham L.P. may well be 
proud of its last year’s achievement 
for the Party won the seat at the by- 
election and during the year increased 
both the membersip and the income 
therefrom. The total number of mem- 
bers was 2,413 and the income from 
that source reached {£324 12s. gd., an 
increase of over £57. No item of 
income was lower than in the previous 
year and the total income shows an 
increase of over {140. There are now 
470 voluntary collectors. A branch of 
the “Red Falcons” has 21 boys and 
29 girls. Altogether a first-rate report. 


Derby L.P. can boast of no fewer than 
14,232 affiliated members. The number 
increased by 585 last year. Individual 
membership also shows a _ slight 
increase and now stands at approxi- 
mately 1,500. The Party’s finances 
were substantially improved during 
the year. This report, with much 
useful Party information, is virtually 
a Party year-book. 
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An Idea from Scotland 
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THE SPELLING BEE REACHES 
THE LABOUR PARTY. 


The following item appears in the 
“Southampton Labour News’ (issued 
by Southampton Labour Party), and 
conveys an idea to other local Parties: 

“Last month we suggested an idea 
for inducing members to attend Ward 
meetings. Here’s another one found 
to be successful. A. “Spelling Bee.” 
(By the way, why a “Bee?”’) Five mem- 
bers are chosen from the Women’s 
Section and five from the Ward Asso- 
ciation. The words chosen for com- 
petitors to spell are taken from a 
Labour Party pamphlet—such as the 
Pensions Scheme, or Immediate Pro- 
gramme. Thirty seconds are allowed 
for the spelling of a word. If a word 
is wrongly spelt it is not used again. 
The “Bee” consists of four heats each 
in a round. One round is taken at 
each of three Ward meetings. This 
seems a great idea—it not only brings 
members along, but makes at least ten 
of them carefully read our literature.” 
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FOURTH ARTICLE. 


YOUR PARTY 


“A mighty band, by sea and land, 
Resolved that mankind shall be free! ” 


Who among us has never used the 
term “Socialist theory”? It is a phrase 
that has passed into our language; for 
us, a term of demarche, with others, 
of scorn. 

In our early days, notwithstanding 
that we framed our creed on facts, the 
facts of social life, of economic evi- 
dence, and the rest, we nevertheless 
theorised quite a lot. “Facts for 
Socialists” fitted in, and sundry writers 
found more facts, and brought them 
out. As Labour grew and found itself 
face to face with problem after prob- 
lem, with new conditions and new 
problems, so our need for facts grew. 
We wanted facts to be discovered, 
tested, stored as well as spread, wanted 
them to be analysed, related and 
registered, so that they should be avail- 
able at all times: Labour Policy is built 
on facts, and it is a sure foundation. 

Philip Snowden told us two or three 
times, in the Labour Organiser, how 
he stored facts; and he was a master 
of them. His was a simple, individual 
scheme. In this article, we tell how 
Labour, with its manifold interests, 
and home and world concern, deals 
with the same subject. 

You shall come with me to the 
laboratory, see the phials (spelt “files’’) 
upon the shelves, the analysts at their 
work; and I promise you that this 
department of the Labour Party will 
open your eyes; you will get another 
idea of your money’s worth, spent as 
we have already seen on a hive of 
industry. For there are bees at 
Transport House! 


Arthur Greenwood 

Up, then, the inevitable lift, left turn 
along the corridor. Stop! Go! We 
are in the domain of the Right Hon. 
Arthur Greenwood, M.P., Secretary to 
the Policy Sub-Committee, and head 
of research. As we trespass, the bur- 


J. Keir Hardie 


den of that peculiar responsibility for 
the first time strikes us. Have we 
doubts about Labour policy? Perhaps 
they are like the doubts one has when 
we take the old gold to the jeweller 
and he tells us it’s all 22—and wins 
our confidence accordingly! For a visit 
to Research comforts one. We 
get the idea that Labour builds upon 
a rock, and Truth is here. 

Arthur Greenwood is in the House— 
Deputy Opposition Leader at that. And 
Greenwood’s job is here too. It’s a 
biggish task and similar but not really 
so easy, we imagine, as when A.G. was 
at the Health Ministry, and, like other 
Ministers, divided his time between 
House and Department, plus the 
calls of the country. 

“A G.’s” work in his department is 
of necessity mainly directive and 
supervisory, but not less onerous on 
that account. The Party is fortunate 
that in Mr. W. A. Nield, the Policy 
Sub-Committee has an assistant secre- 
tary of high merit, with a wide know- 
ledge and interest in the work. 

Mr. Grahame Miller also assists and 
two or three ladies with special suit- 
ability for the work complete the staff. 


Working out Policy 

Now policy. | Whence think you 
comes that authority which is the 
attribute of all Party statements of 
policy, whether in report or pamphlet 
form? The secret lies in the fact that 
Party Policy comes. not in the inspired 
breath of some political leader, but as 
the moulded product of research. 
enquiry, and discussion by special com- 
mittees attached to this department. 
And to produce the facts and the evi 
dence, so simple-looking in the boiled- 
down result, there may sometimes be 
months of wide reading and research 

The Policy Sub-Committee works 
through a number of other sub-com- 
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mittees which are set up as advisory 
committees on various subjects. Thus the 
past year has seen advisory committees 
on Defence, Food Problem, the Fishing 
Industry, Agriculture, Finance and 
Trade, Constitutional Questions, Local 
Government, Production of Oil from 
Coal, plus, in some cases, even further 
special enquiries or committees. 

It is becoming gene1ally known that 
the Research Department of the Party 
answer innumerable queries, free of 
charge, for L.P. members. But a little- 
known though tremendous service is 
rendered to Labour speakers in the 
House. You, dear reader, think quite 
a lot of your Labour M.P.; coming 
man, is he not? Speaks so ably; so full 
of facts; so devastating on his hind 
legs that the Tories fear him? But 
peep behind the scenes. Your M.P. is 
a wise man for what he does, but the 
Transport House department has 
probably fed him with facts as they 
will the next speakers, ad infinitum. 
on different questions There is a close 
link between this department and the 
House, and an unsuspected part is 
played. 

But the seekers after fact have a 
wonderful ally in an alongside room 
We venture. Hansards to the front of 
us. Hansards to the right of us 
Hansards to the left of us. Presiding 
here is Miss K. Selby, whose encyclo- 
paedic knowledge is unsurpassed. 
“Your questions answered here” might 
be labelled on the door, for queries 
come and are answered and pass out 
the whole week long. 


Aladdin’s Cave 


We must look in at “the library.” 
How I wish this place could be toured 
round and shown to local Parties. Here 
is. your ammunition dump, brothers 
—furlongs of it, on long shelves, ceiling 
high and floor deep; subjects, subjects, 
subjects; some you have forgotten, 
some you think of once a year, some 
in daily call. Think of a round two 
dozen subjects off-hand, and it'll beat 
you. Here are at least 5,000 box files 
of them, and books and cuttings ana 
cabinets and» indexes; a_ veritable 
Aladdin’s ‘Cave of golden information, 
each treasure in. which the ladies in 
attendance, with truly magicians’ skill, 
can show you at a few moment’s notice. 
Facts, facts, facts—no, not an ammuni- 
tion dump, but an armoury carefully 
kept, scientifically collected: 

The ladies -here are Miss Mitchell 
and- ‘Miss Crowther. 


I fancied they have, by the nature 
of things, less joy in their daily sur- 
roundings than others in the same 
building. But hidden in their boxes 
are the thousand items of Truth on 
which we take our stand. We salute 
the keepers of the treasure. 


Local Government Department 


Now we will cross the corridor, for 
here “Local Government” evidences 
an increased interest by Headquarters 
in an aspect of Party work that in 
years gone by received less attention. 

Mr. G. Grant MacKenzie, the Secre- 
tary of this department, is a seasoned 
hand, who, when carrying the Research 
Department, some years ago, found 
that the ‘advent of a Labour Govern- 
ment made it desirable to devote 
increased attention to Local Govern- 
ment matters. That work has grown 
and now we have this department, still 
closely related to Research, but devoted 
wholly to Local Government concerns, 
Mr. MacKenzie is assisted by Miss 
Friedman. 


Labour’s growing needs and increas- 
ing responsibility in the various local 
authorities in the country have led to 
a steady demand for specialised 
information. There is a direct link 
with the Movement in the country 
through Labour Group correspondents. 

It is quite on the cards that this vear 
or next Labour will sweep the country 
in the local elections. We shall all 
be glad then of the foresight which 
set up this department and of the work 
it is doing. 

Consider for a moment the investiga- 
tions the Department has carried out: 
outdoor relief scales, Sunday games. 
municipal banks, Direct Works Depart- 
ments, houses for the aged, municipa 
and voluntary hospitals. local A.R.P. 
arrangements, and the effects of 
quingennial valuations. a 

These, subjects are deep in interest 
to our councillors, and of vital con. 
cern to local Labour policy. But the 
Department also has several Advisory 
Committees. (besides which, Grant 
McKenzie is secretary to the Rent Act 
Advisory Committee, A.R.P., and 
others) and these committees have 
dealt with such subjects as democratis- 
ation of the universities, nutrition and 
school meals, school exemptions and 
school reorganisation. nursing schools. 
etc., “Ec 


Let us vote this department one ot 
the most useful ones—so serviceable, 
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indeed, to provincial Parties, that even 
the veriest critic of Transport House 
won’t pick a quarrel with it. But if 
no bouquets arrive, we know the 
queries do! Service. 


Life Below Stairs 


Now we'll hurry along that corridor, 
take the lift, and descend to the depths, 
because so busy have we been up 
among the “gods” that last month we 
simply had no room to talk about “the 
basement.” 

And down here they have no delu- 
sions about the “gods”; no delusions 
about anything, for if they did, that 
parcel coming down the slipway would 
awaken them 


Was it not always in the basement 
of Victorian houses that the real truth 
about the family was always heard? 
Well, in Labour’s basement, they can’t 
take the policeman in to tea; “visitors” 
are not allowed—so that’s that. There 
was hardly room in the basement for 
yours truly, and the comfortable 
gossip didn’t mature. We were younger 
when we made a habit of visiting base- 
ments. : 


We mentioned one sort of ammuni- 
tion dump upstairs. But you should 
see this one—files upon files of the 
stuff you sell, ready for more orders. 
And there is an overflow room across 
the way. 

Mr. Simmonds and his staff have a 
hefty job. We tried to get out of 
him the tonnage they shifted, but he 
was modest. But we know something 
of weight of paper, of the finesse of 
packing and despatching, and _ here, 
down under, they work, and work hard. 

It was interesting to walk round and 
to realise what a variety of printed 
output there is in a year. Kaleido- 
scopically the problems and the world 
change; so the literature. Few of the 
sellers remain for long. In the pioneer 
days we sold the same pamphlets for 
years, but they don’t keep to-day. 
We pack and parcel and pray for the 
shot to go home, then look up the 
shute for the next lot from the printer 
and fire that off too. | Snowden’s 
“Christ that is to be,” Glydd’s “Liberal 
and. Tory Hypocrisy” and “The Talks 
of Elihu” are just memories to make 
the task go lighter. 

Times change, but our love for 
dabbling among the literature hasn't, 
so “our visit to the basement was 
enjoyed. But we never thought to see 


a Labour literature store shored up for 
air raids. Orders, brothers, but not 
from the “gods.” Guess whose? 

One word more—they are all Trade 
Unionists, here and up above. Count 
that, dear comrade, for a virtue. We 
pray we have uncovered many others 
to-day. 

(Other articles coming.) 


BE PREPARED FOR THE 
COMING 


GENERAL 
ELECTION 


Write for samples and prices : 


ELECTION ENVELOPES 
(T.U.) 
DUPLICATING PAPER 
AND POSTCARDS (wu, 


DUPLICATORS 
FLAT OR ROTARY 


STENCILS & SUPPLIES 


ADDRESSING OUTFIT 
25/= complete 


FROM 


STROUD TRADING 


CO. LTD. (T.U.) 
14 Clerkenwell Green, E.C.| 


SOUTHPORT’S BIG 
AGENDA 


No fewer than 50 pages of resolutions 
face the Labour Party Conference 
when it meets at Southport. The over- 
whelming majority of motions have 
been sent in by D.L.P.’s and _ the 
limitation of two resolutions to each 
organisation does not seem to have had 
much effect in limiting the total. |A 
stiff job faces the Standing Orders 
Committee. : 

The “Popular Front,” Sir Stafford 
Cripps, and Party discipline account 
for seven pages of resolutions. As 
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regards the others, few of them raise 
fundamental issues or anything new. 


Several Parties appear to desire 
machinery for calling special Party 
conferences, but the proposals for 
doing so differ widely. 


Two parties desire to alter the 
method of voting at Conference, while 
Walthamstow West want election to 
the National Executive to be open to 
others than Conference delegates. 
Resolutions and amendments to rules 
of this character are fewer than in 
recent years. 


The National Union of General and 
Municipal Workers desire to tighten 
up individual membership so as to 
insist on Trade Union membership. 
Swindon D.L.P., on the other hand, 
want to insist that all delegates to 
Local Labour Party committee meet- 
ings shall be individual members of 
the Labour Party. After all, Trade 
Unions have no right to limit the rate 
of Party recruitment to that of their 
own progress without some correspon- 
ding concession. There is a margin 
of several millions between Party 
individual membership and ‘Trade 
Union membership so that it does not 
look as if the Unions do all they can 
to encourage Local Party growth. 


We Get Interested 


North Camberwell urges the open- 
ing of a General Election fund, the 
aim to be the raising of a million 
pounds. Certainly it is time that a 
fund began to make its appearance. 

The Hastings resolutions provide a 
page all to themselves. The Miners’ 
Federation demand the revision of the 
financial arrangements between Unions 
and Constituency Parties made at 
Hastings, and a restoration of the pre- 
Hastings position. Four Divisional 
Parties follow with similar resolutions. 

Regional Associations of Divisional 
Labour Parties are called for by several 
Parties and under this heading there 
follows a resolution from Enfield ask- 
ing for regional consultations or con- 
ferences at times of national crises. 

Fulham East and West desire the 
Party to extend the “Red Falcon” 
Movement and proceed immediately 
with the organisation of a “Labour 
Parties’ Children’s Movement” on the 
same basis as the “Red Falcons.” We 
hope these resolutions will haye the 
effect of concentrating the attention 
of Conference on the desirability of 


extending our propaganda or endea- 
yours among the children.. 


Electoral Reform 


Electoral and registration reform 
account for several proposals, one of 
which is that the General Election 
polling day should be declared a 
statutory holiday—a proposal to which 
we are flatly opposed unless accom- 
panied by compulsory voting. What 
chance would there be of getting 
people to vote in the face of sea-side 
trips in the summer or _ football 
matches in the winter? As to the 
other resolutions under this head, what 
Labour wants is a comprehensive 
policy on all these questions; it is a 
mistake to deai piecemeal with the 
matter. 

Balham and Tooting want to instruct 
the next Labour Government to intro- 
duce a Bill making it compulsory for 
all political parties to issue annually 
a full financial statement showing all 
sources of income. 


£250,000 


Was the magnificent sum raised 
during the past year by enter- 
prising secretaries who took 
advantage of our popular 


FUND RAISING 
SCHEMES 


8 
A Secretary writes : 


“We have made a profit of just 
under £89 5 0 in only four months 
working of one of your schemes.”’ 


Enterprising Secretaries ! 


Write for samples and prices 
of our popular Fund Raising 
Scheme to: 


Cambridge Press 
Whalley Road 
Clayton-le-Moors - Lancs. 
(Members T.A.) (45 hours) 
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How Much Do You Know? 


See Page 65 


Question | 


Section 15 of the Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices Prevention Act, 1883, says 
“every bill, placard or poster having 
reference to an election shall bear upon 
the face thereof the name and address 
of the printer and publisher thereof,” 
etc. 


_ It is a common practice in the print- 
ing trade to use the words quoted in 
the question on all manner of printed 
matter, but a correct reading of 
the Act shows the intention to be that 
where the printer and the publisher 
are different persons, both names and 
addresses should be given. 


Virtually all election literature is 
published by the election agent; in 
some cases by sub-agents. In every 
instance the name and declared address 
of the agent or sub-agent (as the case 
may be) should be given to indicate 
the publisher. 


Exceptions occur. There is nothing 
at all to prevent an election agent pass- 
ing a contract to a printer, not only 
to print but to publish. This, we sub- 
mit, must not be done where the agent 
is himself going to accept or direct 
delivery and publication, but only in 
such rare instances as when the printer 
actually acts as publisher and publishes 
on the agent’s order. A special edition 
of an established local paper might fall 
under this head, and, maybe, matter 
for sandwich boards supplied and con- 
trolled by the printer. 


In the vast majority of cases, there- 
fore, it is safer to comply fully with 
what seems to be the intention of the 
Act, and the same should be done too 
with publications which do not seem 
to fall under the headings of bill, 
placard or poster. A judge once raised 
a doubt as to whether an election 
address fell under either head, but it 
wouldn’t be safe to act on this dubiety. 


A point sometimes raised is whether 
an agent using Head Office literature 
should print his name thereon as pub- 
lisher. It has been held that this is 


unnecessary so long as someone is 
already named as publisher. 


Question 2 


Originally the privilege of voting by 
proxy was confined to naval and 
military voters, but now, by the Repre- 
sentation of the People (No. 2) Act, 
1920, “Any person whose name is 
entered on the absent voters’ list, and 
who makes a statement in the pre- 
scribed form that there is a probability 
that he will at the time of a Parliamen- 
tary Election be at sea or out of the 
United Kingdom and satisfies _ the 
registration officer as to the bona fides 
of such statement, shall be entitled if 
he so desires to appoint a proxy, and 
having appointed a proxy to vote by 
proxy in accordance with and subject 
to the provisions of this Act.” 


It should be noted that only persons 
whose names are on the Absent Voters’ 
List are entitled to appoint proxies, 
and then only by satisfying the regis- 
tration officer of the probability of 
being abroad or at sea at the time of 
a Parliamentary Election. 


This, however, does not entitle the 
mere holiday-maker to the privilege, 
because entry to the Absent Voters’ 
List is only obtainable in the first 
instance on satisfying the R.O. of the 
probability of being unable to vote in 
the ordinary way, “by reason of the 
nature of his occupation, service or 
employment.” The effect of this is 
that while a commercial traveller or an 
engine-driver might get on the Absent 
Voters’ List, and, if circumstances 
arose, might be allowed to appoint a 
proxy, other classes of workers, though 
more likely to holiday abroad, would 
not possess the same privilege. 


A person may not be appointed to 
act as proxy unless such person !s the 
wife, husband, parent, brother or sister 
of the elector, or is registered as a Par- 
liamentary elector, and all such persons 
must be of full age. 


A further provision is that no person 
shall act as proxy on behalf of more 
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than two absent voters at an election 
in any constituency, unless that person 
is voting as one of the relations named 
above. 


There is no provision prohibiting a 
political agent from being appointed as 
proxy subject to the above conditions, 
and it will be seen there is no oppor- 
tunity for a political agent to wield a 
number of proxies, as may be the case 
in limited company meetings. 


In practice, a political agent, or any- 
body else may, if he is himself a voter, 
be appointed to act as proxy to two 
persons in his own constituency and in 
addition as proxy for the named rela- 
tions—a strictly limited list. But the 
number of proxies is that allowed “ip 
any constituency,” so that a fellow 
who wants exercise can get appointed 
in any number of constituencies and so 
create a new record in a world of 
record doings! 


Question 3 


The question whether a particular 
election may or may not be declared 
void is really one of fact dependent 
upon’ the ‘circumstances of a particular 
case. In the case mentioned.in. the 


query, there is a strong presumption 
that it would fall under the provisions 
for non-compliance which are con- 
tained in Section 70 of the Local 
Government Act, 1933, which reads as 
follows:— 


“(1) An election held under this Act 
shall not be invalidated by non- 
compliance with the rovisions of the 
Second Schedule to this Act, or mistake 
in the use of the prescribed forms, it 
it appears to the court having cog- 
nizance of the question that the elec- 
tion was conducted in accordance with 
the principles laid down in this Act 
and that the non-compliance or mis- 
take did not affect the result of the 
election. 


“(2) No misnomer or inaccurate 
description of any person or place 
named in any register of electors, 
electors’ list, nomination paper, voting 
paper, or notice, shall affect the full 
operation of that document with 
respect to that person or place, in any 
case where the description of the person 
or place is such as to be commonly 
understood.” 

The above Section follows closely 
similar provisions in the Ballot Act 
applying to Parliamentary Elections, 
and a number of Court decisions have 
been given, both under the Ballot Act, 
and under Section 72 (now repealed) of 
the Municipal Corporations Act, 1882, 
which was of similar effect. Some of 
these cases are sufficiently interesting 
and applicable to the present question 
to be worth quoting. 


Sarsons v. Woodward (1875). In this 
case, a presiding officer’s error spoilt 
a number of votes not equal to the 
majority. Election upheld. 


Islington, 19got. Fourteen ballot 
papers were given out after 8 p.m. The 


majority was nineteen. Election 
upheld. 
Drogheda, 1874, and East Clare, 


1892. In the first place polling stations 
were not opened till 8.45, and in the 
second place they were closed for 
lunch. Elections upheld. 


Hackney, 1874. Two stations out of 
nineteen were closed all day, and three 
were open only part of the day. 
Election void. 

Other irregularities which have been 
held not to void elections have been (1) 
the use of two. rooms instead of one; 
(2) the omission of the election officers 
to take the declaration of secrecy 
(which, of course, would not absolve 
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them from the penalties for a breach 
of same); (3) marking certain ballot 
papers with electors’ numbers so that 
they could be identified; (4) detaching 
counterfoil and ballot paper and hand- 
ing same to the voter. 


All sorts of other irregularities have 
occurred from time to time, but, as 
indicated above, each case must stand 
on its own, and the matter is some- 
times one of degree. (For instance, 
where all the ballot papers were 
marked as in 3 above, the election 
was void.) The acid test appears to be 
(a) whether or no the result of the 
election was affected; (b) whether there 
was a “fair” and open election to all; 
and (c) whether the election was in 
substance held according to law. 


Question 4 


So far as the conduct of an election 
and the observance of all regulations 
made by the C.I-P.P.A. (which Act 
defines the duties of election agents) 
are concerned, there is no distinction 
between a paid and unpaid election 
agent. 

Section 32 of the C.I.P.P.A., however, 
says, “So far as circumstances admit, 
this Act should apply to a claim for 
his remuneration by an election agent 
and to the payment thereof in like 
manner as if he were any other 
creditor.” This means that the paid 
election agent must send in a claim 
for payment to himself within 14 days 
after the declaration, if his fee be then 
outstanding, and such amount must 
be paid within a further 14 days. The 
payment must be entered in the return 
of election expenses and the receipt 
filed with the return. 

The observance of the above pro- 
vision constitutes the only difference 
between a paid and unpaid election 
agent. In passing, it is interesting to 
remind election agents that failure to 
file the claim means that payment 
becomes statute-barred. Failure to pay 
has a different effect, for all unpaid 
claims. properly sent are automatically 
deemed “disputed claims” (Section 
29 (7) C.L.P.P.A.) and may be paid after 
time on the order of a competent 
Court (i.e., County or High Court, as 
the case may be). These provisions 
are not sufficiently understood. 


Question 5 


Both the C..P.P.A., 1883 (relating 
to Parliamentary Elections), and the 


Municipal Elections C.L.P.P.A., 1884 
(relating to Local Government Elec- 
tions), contain in identical words the 
following provision: “No person shall 
be liable to pay any duty or to take 
out a licence for any carriage by reason 
only of such carriage being used with- 
out payment or promise of payment 
for the conveyance of electors to or 
from the poll at an election.” 


It is thus clear than an unlicensed 
car may be used on polling-day, but 
only for the purpose named, certainly 
not for touring or for service work. ~ 


There are, however, other Acts which 
affect this matter. No driver may take 
a car on the road without holding a 
licence to drive, and without himself 
being insured against third party risks. 


The C.I.P.P.A. Acts do not exempt 
one from these provisions; further, it 
is important to see that the registra- 
tion card in respect of the car is in 
order, i.e., that it contains the name, 
address and signature of the last 
owner, and that any change has been 
registered. 


It will occasionally be found that a 
driver’s third party insurance certifi- 
cate does not cover him for election 
work. In the ordinary way we sub- 
mit that it does permit of the con- 
veyance of voters without] payment, 
but in some cases the insurance com 
pany will be found to have excepted 
this work, hence the necessity ot 
inspecting every driver’s certificate. 


It might be added that the absence 
of a current licence on a car is most 
likely to lead to police attention, there- 
fore, having seen to the above matters, 
the agent or candidate is well advised 
to arm each driver of an unlicensed 
car with a certificate from himself, 
certifying that the car is solely used 
for the purposes above-named in 
accordance with the Act. 


By the way, number plates must be 
carried even if unlicensed, and a 
vehicle must not be changed in 
character, or differ from its registra- 
tion particulars. 


ee 


Norice.—Will any reader willing to 
exchange or sell Copies Nos. 2, 3, 27, 
28 or 29 of the “L.O.” please write: 
Mr. W: Withey, 21 Park Street, 
Leeds, 1. 
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MONTHLY LIST OF CORRECTIONS 
Index. Descrip- 


n Name of Organisation Present Secretary and Address 
ae - aed & Mr. J. A. PAatTTrerRson, 233, Coldham’s Lane, 
L.P Cambridge. 
Fs50 CD Honiton D.L.P Mr. Dose, Great Rhylls, Malvern Road, Sid- 
mouth, Devon. 
G82 SB Southend D.L.P. Mrs. J. Carrer, 4a, Tyrrel Drive, Southend-on- 
Sea, Essex. 
Diog/11 Portsmouth Boro.’ Mr. F. Barrett, 88, Drayton Road, North End, 
DB DeL.Ps Portsmouth, Hants. 
Dito BD Portsmouth North Mr. G. T. Peet, 474, Commercial Road, Mile 
4B js Wed a End, Portsmouth, Hants. 
Dii1 BD’ Portsmouth South Mr. T. LANGLEY, 116, Highland Road, Southsea, 
DIP? Hants. 
Di2z9 CD __— Bromley D.L.P. Mr. W. G. BLUNDEN, 45, Kechill Gardens, Hayes, 
Kent. 
D135 CD Chislehurst D.L.P. Coun. W. J. Tarry, Sunnymead, Derry Downs, 
St. Mary Cray, Kent. 
D138 CD Faversham D.L.P. Mr. G. S. MILTHoRPE, 31, Waterloo Road, 
Sittingbourne, Kent. 
B164 BD West Derby D.L.P. Mr. J. Kenrick, 81, Pinehurst Road, Anfield, 
Liverpool, 4. 
E235 SB Finsbury D.L.P. Coun. Miss E. M. Ketry, 21, Whiskin Street, 
London, E.C.1. 
E244 SB Hampstead L.P. & Mrs. E. Maucer, 19, Lambolle Road, London, 
ANAC N.W.3. 
Ez51 BD’ Kensington South Mr. P. FERGUSON, 2, Rosary Gardens, London, 
IDs bral? S.W.7 
E256/7 DB Lewisham Boro.’ Me ee Ww. RAISIN, 35, Brownhill Road, London, 
iD aes E.6. 
E259 BD peocegtop South Me 1. W. Torney, 85, Clarendon Street, London, 
E263 BD St. Pancras Mr. 7 Marcus, Labour Hall, Leighton Road, 
North L.P. Kentish Town, London, N.W.5 
E264 BD St. Pancras S.E., Mr. S. F. RoBIn, 13, Daieraben: Street, London, 
1D SPs N.W.1 
E265 BD St. Pancras S.W. Miss D. “Galton, 263, Eversholt Street, London, 
1g bral eX N.W.1. 
E267/9 DB Southwark Boro.’ Mr. A. E. Scriven, 55, Crampton Street, London, 
Jug aod has S: E17; 
D296 CD Spelthorne D.L.P. Mr. J. Warp, 13, Elmgate Avenue, Hanworth, 
Middlesex. 
A313 BD Newcastle Central Mr. J. Warers, 65, Thornton Street, Newcastle- 
D.L.P, on-Tyne. 
C337 CD Wrekin D.L.P. Mr. J. M. Hocan, Morris Hall, Church Street, 
Wellington, Salop. 
F338 SB Bath D.L.P. Mr. W. Hooper, 23, Green Park, Bath, Somerset. 
C348 BD Burslem & Mrs. A. L. BAKER, The Steppes, Stockton Brook, 
Tunstall D.L.P. Stoke-on-Trent. 
G367 CD ~=Woodbridge D.L.P. Mr. aoe Smy, 28, Berners Road, Felixstowe, 
Suffo 
C390/401 Birmingham Mr. H. Humpureys, 8, Court Chambers, 180, 
(DB boro lbs. Corporation Street, Bitmingham, 4 
C393 BD Edgbaston D.L.P. Mrs. Bacurtin, 27, ’Wheeleys Ree Edgbaston, 


Birmingham. 
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C397 BD Ladywood D.L.P. Mr. J. S. Meapows, 1, Emily Place, Osler Street 
7.) Birmingham, 16. ; 
C400 BD Birmingham West Mr. G. TYLER, 2, Western Grove, Abbey Street 
: Birmingham, 18. ; 
A440 BD _ Attercliffe D.L.P. riers 742, Prince of Wales Road 
effield, 9. ; 
A442 BD Rays Central Mrs. Nurron, 52, Netherthorpe Street, Sheffield, 
.P: 3 

A443 BD Ecclesall D.L.P. Mr. Tom Garnett, 162 Psalter Lane, Sheffield 

H480 SB Caernarvonshire Mr. E. C. Newron, 6b, Gaol Street, Pwllheli, 


Borough D.L.P. Caernarvons. 
Js30 DMB Dundee T. & L.C. es ae F. Murr, Labour Halls, 48, Wellgate, 
undee. 
Jss8 CD Rutherglen D.L.P. Mr. I. D. Dean, 3, West Scott Terrace, Hamilton, 


j Lanarks. 
Js68 CD Moray & Nairn Mr. J. Consoy, 74, South Street, Elgin, Moray- 


DLP shire. 


FOR LIST OF OTHER ALTERATIONS 
SEE PREVIOUS ISSUES 


2 MORTON’S 


Ask for free trial Model B. 63/-. 
Write for samp'es and list of carriage paid PAPER, STENCILS, INK, etc., for 
ALL DUPLICATORS, as used by scores of D.L.P.S. 

MORTON’S DUPLICATING MACHINES & SUPPLIES, 


ROTARY DUPLICATORS 


Equal work to large rotary machines. 
Model C. Auto paper feed £6/6/-. 


27 GT. DOVER ST., LONDON, S.E.1. 


Your Questions 
Answered Here 


Sub-agents Appointed by D.L.P. 


Question.—I have acted- for many 
years aS a sub-agent at every election 
in our division having been appointed 
by the Party time and time again. 
There has been a change of agent and 
I am informed that he has power to 
appoint anyone he chooses and to 
“revoke” my appointment even after 
the election has begun. Will you 
please tell me in the ever-welcome 
“TO. what rights if any I have got 
in the matter, and can he do as 
suggested ? 

Answer.—We are aware of the 
custom by which sub-agents are 
frequently allotted by local Parties 
to particular polling districts, although 
the term ‘“‘sub-agent” is frequently 
used where “local organiser’? would be 
more appropriate. 

The system of so allocating res- 
ponsibility has much to commend it, 


but when the election occurs it is 
proper that all these appointments 
should be reviewed both because all 
the nominated persons may not be 
able to act, and further there are 
the requirements of the law, which 
says that all such appointments must 
be made by the election agents. Many 
“sub-agents” appointed for organising 
work by local Parties do not actually 
act as full-fledged ‘‘sub-agents’” at 
the election, and the term leads to 
confusion. 


The election agent himself is 
“named” (i.e. nominated or appointed) 
by the Candidate or “some other 
person on his behalf,” but neither 
candidate nor Party has the legal power 
to appoint sub-agents at an election ; 
this must be done by the agent, and 
it is quite correct that the latter has 
the power also to revoke an appointment 
once made. 
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So much for the legal position. 
Every Party of course desires its 
elections to be efficiently conducted and 
the selection of sub-agents is in most 
cases one for mutual suggestion and 
consultation. No clashes need occur 
in practice for every agent and every 
Party are out for the best service and 
to get the best man. We musin’t, 
however, let vested interest in these 
appointments creep in. 


A Point of Order 


Question—Our Chairman and I 
are at loggerheads over refusing me 
the right to reply when I moved a 
resolution on the Popular Front. 
Can he do this, and hasn’t every 
moyer of a resolution the right to 
reply to the discussion? Will you 
please state what is the exact position ? 


Answer.—Unless_ provided for in 
Standing Orders no moyer has an 
absolute right of reply to discussion. 
Courtesy and custom certainly are 
strong arguments in favour of a 
mover’s claim and a chairman should 
have strong reasons for a denial of the 
claim in face of local custom. At the 
same time authorities hold that the 
matter is entirely within the chairman’s 
prerogative—as to challenging a chair- 
man’s ruling see previous answers in 
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The mover of a resolution should be 
cautious as to when he exercises the 
privilege. The debate is closed after 
his reply and the question before the 
meeting must be immediately put. 
Movers of amendments in no case 
have the “right”? of reply, and if an 
amendment is before the meeting the 
mover of the resolution may lose his 
chance to reply unless he replies at the 
end of the discussion on the amendment. 
This of course is due to the fact that if 
an amendment is carried the original 
resolution no longer exists. The fact 
that the mover has replied on an 
amendment and the latter has been put 
does not prevent further amendments 
or close the matter in the same way as 
if he had replied on the motion. 
There is no second “right” of reply 
in any case. 


Points About Printers’ Type 


Question.—Can you please tell me 
what the printer means by points and 
other names for type. Our printing 
up this way always looks poor compared 


with other districts, and I should like 
to improve the look of our literature, 
but don’t know how to begin. I am 
green about type ; can you tell me why 
one printer tells me certain letters 
are point so and so, and another calls 
them names? Anything else you can 
tell me I’d like to know. 


Answer.—Our reader may be in an 
area where old-fashioned printers still 
flourish. However the point system has 
virtually superseded all the old sizes 
and nomenclatures of type, although 
some of the old names are often’applied 
to the new sizes. Thus 6-point is 
spoken of as nonpariel, 7-point as 
minion, 8-point as brevier, 9-point as 
bourgeois, 10 point as long primer, 
I2-point as pica, 18-point as great 


primer, 24-point as two-line pica 
and so on. The standard point is 
.013837 of an inch. 


Point signs are based on the body 
size of the type itself, not on the 
size of the printed character. This is 
seen by the following illustration all 
in 24-point: 


plebs 


If now we add two lines top and 
bottom we shall see the full size of the 
type which is solid to the top and 
bottom lines. The space between 
the top or bottom of the printed 
character to either line is spoken of as 
the beard. 


plebs 


Different ‘“‘faces’’ (i.e. makes or 
variety of letter) on the same body 
also vary in apparent size. Perhaps 
our printer will give us a few varieties 
to illustrate this matter : 


8 point—Aaa Aa Aa Aaa Aa 


1o-point—AaA Aa Aaa AaAaa 
12-point—Aa AaaB Aa Aa Aa 


Pie A A a a ac 


Some years ago we published a 
series of articles on ‘What an Agent 
should know about Printing.’ A 
perusal of these articles will help our 
correspondent further. 


—— > 
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ANSWERS IN BRIEF 

A.J.C.—A ream of paper ordinarily 
consists of 480 sheets—occasionally 
516 sheets. i 

M.C.—The best authorities contend 
that no mover can withdraw a motion 
before a meeting even with the consent 
of the seconder and chairman if there 
is any objection even from a single 
person. This is. certainly not often 
acted upon for the objectors generally 
see the futility of pressing a motion 
which even the mover and seconder 
fail to support. The theory is that a 
motion once moved is the property of 
the meeting, not of the mover and 
seconder, and the right of every person 
to support the matter must be conceded 
hence only unanimous consent can 
enable a motion to be withdrawn. 

Stunt.—Qualification to become an 
individual’ member of a Party by 
virtue of having a place of business in 
the constituency disappeared from the 
Party rules ten years ago. The present 
rules, adopted at Brighton in 1929, 


make individual membership (and 
hence qualification as a delegate to 
Conference) dependant upon residence 
in a constituency or being registered 
therein as a Parliamentary or Local 
Government elector; which strictly 
interpreted keeps a business new- 
comer out of the Party for: perhaps 
twelve months, or more. 

A.P.—If you accept advertisement 
contracts for your paper and do not 
publish regularly so as to give the 
consecutive insertions you have 
promised the advertiser to give, the 
latter has a right of action, and also 
we think, the right to cancel. Most 
national papers cover themselves by a 
contract by which consecutive insertion 
is not guaranteed. 

Pix—The delegation fee to the 
Annual Conference is not fixed by the 
N.E.C. but by Standing Orders. 
The Conference Arrangements Com- 
mittee appoints the scrutineers and 
tellers at Conference, the lists being 
submitted to Conference for approval. 


Election Preparation Article 


A Peep at the Agent’s Duties 


The office of election agent is one 
created by the Corrupt and Illegal 
Practices Prevention Act, 1883, Sectior 
24, which says “that on or before. the 
day of nomination a person shall be 
named by or on behalf of each candi- 
date as his agent for such election.” 


No specific qualifications are laid 
down, but any person is disqualified 
who has been within seven years pre- 
viously declared guilty of any corrupt 
practice by any competent tribunal. 
If a candidate, having knowledge of 
such disqualification, personally 
appoints such person as his agent, his 
election would be void. 


No person can be appointed election 
agent who is the partner or clerk to 
any returning officer, or the partner 
or clerk to any other officer appointed 
by the returning officer. This excludes 
from the office of. election agent the 
partners or clerks of those who may 
be. appointed as presiding officers, poll 
clerks or counting assistants, and it 1s 
desirable to watch for breaches of. this 
provision by one’s opponents. 


Although no express qualifications 
are laid down, an election agent is 
assumed to have knowledge of the 
legal requirements of his. office, and 
ignorance of these requirements will 
be no excuse for any offence com- 
mitted. 

The election agent is. required 
(C.LP.P.A., Section 22 (b)) to take all 
reasonable means for preventing the 
commission of corrupt and illegal prac 
tices. He is also bound. to render 
faithful service to his candidate and 
to advise him honestly. 

The appointment of an election 
agent should be the first, step taken by 
a candidate in the conduct and 
management of the election, for no 
sub-agent, clerk, messenger, polling or 
counting agent may be engaged by the 
candidate except through the election 
agent, nor must any expenses be 
incurred on account, of holding public 
meetings or issuing advertisements. 
circulars or publications. | It is thus 
practically impossible to legally take 
any serious step in an election until the 


agent is appointed. 
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The mame and address of the agent 
must be notified to the returning officer 
on or before the day of nomination: 
It is extremely desirable to make this 
notification directly it is definitely 
known that the writ is being issued. 

It is. not absolutely necessary that 
the candidate himself should notify 
the returning officer. The name and 
address of the agent is to be “declared 
in writing by. the candidate or some 
other person on his behalf to the 
returning officer” on or before the day 
of nomination. The wording of the 
statute implies definite authorisation 
by the candidate such. as might -be 
given. in. extreme cases to a private 
secretary, a solicitor or person in like 
capacity, but the notification should 
only be given by some person on behalt 
of the candidate where physical 
incapacity. prevents the candidate 
from: appending his own signature. In 
notifying. the returning officer, ) the 
agent’s. name and place of abode 
should: be. given, together with the 
address (generally the central Com- 
mittee Room) which is to serve during 
and after the election for the receipt 
of official communications and claims, 

An agent’s appointment may be 
revoked during an election and another 
agent appointed in his stead. Acts 
done by the agent prior to the revoca- 
tion of his appointment are binding 
on the candidate. 

An election agent may be honorary 
or he may be paid. Payment for ser- 
vices to the election agent is referred 
to as his “fee,” but if any fee is paid 
higher than a sum of {75 in County 
constituencies, or {50 in Borough con- 
Stituencies, such excess must be 
accounted as part of the expenses of 
the election of which a limit of total 
is provided. 

The functions of the election agent 
extend for a period after the election 
and do not cease until the declaration 
of expenses has been made or until 
every matter connected with payment 
for the election has been cleared up 

The election agent must keep strict 
account of all monies received and of 
monies expended. To this end, it is 
desirable to open a banking account 
and to provide and keep a set of 
account books showing the daily expen- 
diture, authorisations and bills in- 
curred. He must fulfil to the letter 
every requirement of the Corrupt and 
Illegal Practices Preventions Act and 
require that every one whose services 
he accepts shall do the same. 
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The election agent must himself 
appoint any necessary sub-agents, 
clerks, messengers or polling clerks 
employed for payment, except in so 
far as any sub-agents appointed are 
permitted to themselves appoint clerks, 
messengers or polling agents. He must 
employ no other persons whatsoever. 
Sub-agents may only be employed in 
county constituencies. 

The names and addresses of any sub- 
agents appointed by the election agent 
must be notified in writing to the 
returning officer one clear day before 
the poll. The latter officer gives public 
notice of the names and addresses of 
these persons as in the case of an elec- 
tion agent. In practice it is desirable 
to send in these notifications at the 
earliest possible moment after nomina- 
tions. 

The election agent, by himself, or 
through a sub-agent, must engage all 
Committee Rooms and authorise every 
expense on account of holding public 
meetings or issuing advertisements, cir- 
culars or publications. Every payment 
in respect of expenses incurred in the 
conduct and management of the elec. 
tion must be paid by the agent him- 
self, either in person or through a sub- 
agent. 

The law permits a candidate to enter 
into contracts whereby expenses are 
incurred; but not contracts in respect 
of the appointment of polling clerks 
or messengers or for Committee Rooms 
or on account of holding public meet- 
ings, issuing circulars, advertisements 
or publications. It, however, does not 

rmit the candidate to pay the bills 
or any contracts he may incur, and 
this minor complication should be ever 
present in the mind of both candidate 
and agent. The general rule should be 
that contracts, of whatever nature, 
should be made by the agent alone. 

The election agent must be sworn 
to secrecy before the opening of the 
poll and he must see that every officer 
appointed by him to attend at the poll- 
ing station or the proceedings at the 
count is likewise sworn in before the 
opening of the poll. In_ practice. 
facilities for swearing in are frequently 
afforded by the returning officers, but 
it is sufficient if the agent and his staff 
are duly sworn in and carry with them 
their letters of appointment and sworn 
declarations. There appears to be no 
right on the part of the returning 
officer to demand that these documents 
be given up, though they should be 
produced when demanded. 


(To be continued) 


